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For whosoever shall give you a cup of 
water to drink in my name, because ye 

belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he 
shall not lose his reward.  Mark 9:41 

 

www.aguavivaministries.org 
 

 

Herencia Ebenezer 
A registered Civil Association was formed in April 2006 

with the Sonora State capital authorities.  This entity, 
Herencia Ebenezer  (Ebenezer Heritage) is the legal owner 
of the land where the new church was built.  We have 
purchased two parcels of land under this name totally 
approximately 1 ½ acres.  The land is paid in full thanks to 
the generosity of the following donors: 

- Loma Colorado Community Church 

- Desert View Baptist Church (Gilbert, Arizona) 

- Grand Rapids, Michigan individuals  

- Chilliwack fund-raiser proceeds (see page 3) 

The property is registered as a Civil association because 
this enables us to use the facilities for Church meetings, 
education, health services such as vaccination clinics by the 
Mexican health department, and whatever other helps that 
will benefit the surrounding community.  If our property 
would have been registered as a Religious association it 
would belong to the federal government and none of the 
above community services could be held there.  

The first building, opened in February, is 30’  x 50’  and 
serves as our worship/fellowship room.  In March an 
addition of 24’  x 30’  was added.  This room is used for 
storing and distributing clothing and other necessities and 
doubles as a Sunday School room during rainy days.  We 
hope to construct additional mission related buildings on this 
property.  You are invited to organize a building work team 
to make this a reality!  Call John for information (page 2…) 

 
  Yamarit 

Several months ago we circulated an 
urgent prayer request for Yamarit, a dear  
4 year old who was air lifted to a Tucson  
hospital in critical condition.  She is 
doing wonderfully well - sings by 
herself for our whole congregation!   
Her mother Maria never came to church 
prior to Yamarit©s illness but now attends most Sunday 
services. Yamarit©s father was in jail for several months. He 
is now home but was physically beaten by inmates which 
caused mental problems.  Please continue to pray for 
Yamarit and her family.   

 
Welcome - Ebenezer Christian Church 

 

New Church Building Dedication  
 

 
 

A dedication service was held in our new Agua Prieta 
church building on February 19, 2006.  Visitors from several 
other congregations as well as many first time attendees 
made for a full house.  Maximum occupancy is 200 but we 
have accommodated close to 300 at times!  See page 6 for 
additional photos and information. 
 

As always at this time of year, the congregation is 
anxiously awaiting the return of “hermano Yan.”   John 
VerWys plans to return to Agua Prieta in October from 
Grand Rapids where he has spent the summer running his 
construction business.  He hopes to resume bible study 
classes and building projects and welcomes visitors!
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Agua Viva Ministries 
provides Christian teaching 
and humanitarian aid to 
needy people in Agua Prieta, 
Mexico.  Volunteer organizers 
Rose Mary Townsend and 
John VerWys are assisted by 
visiting teams and caring 
individuals. Together we aim 
to glorify God and give 
testimony to how He is 
working in the building of His 
kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our logo represents "living 
water in a dry, thirsty land." 
Agua Prieta (Spanish) means 
Dark Water (English) while 
Agua Viva means Living 
Water. The mission of Agua 
Viva Ministries is to bring 
LIFE to DARKNESS - the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in 
Word and Deed to needy 
people. 
 
 
TEAM INQUIRIES, 
DONATIONS 
Agua Viva Ministries, Inc. 
1409 12th Street 
Douglas, AZ 85607 
Phone / Fax: 520-364-4946 
john@aguavivaministries.org 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Agua Viva Ministries Society 
10150 Gillanders Road 
Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H4 
Canada 
Phone: 604-794-3772 
info@aguavivaministries.org 
Janet Les, Editor 
 
For additional information, 
please visit our web-site at: 
 
www.aguavivaministries.org 
 
 

  

Van travels from Fisheries 
Canada to Agua Prieta 

     Our appeal last newsletter for transportation needs 
resulted in a marvelous new (used) green van that was 
donated/purchased for use in Mexico.  The money came 
in part from an energetic work group who worked in 
Agua Prieta in March and a very good deal from group 
member Rebecca VandenBerg©s father of Lynden Auto Depot in Brantford, Ontario.   The 
1997 dodge RAM is in great condition and formerly belonged to Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada.  THANK YOU all very much!  This van is used to drive work teams from Tucson to 
Douglas and in to Agua Prieta.  As well, it provides transit to church and bible study for area 
residents. 

     John has also purchased a 2000 Chevy van in Grand Rapids and plans to bring it with him 
when he returns to Agua Prieta this fall.  We could still use a third van with the increase in 
church attendance, but are grateful we will have two in good condition this winter. The two 
old vans are definitely on their last legs but have served our needs well. 

 

Mother’s Day Celebration 
by Rose Mary Townsend 

     We celebrated Mother©s day in May...we 
were blessed with just a tad over 300 people 
for the special service. I had hoped to have a 
small gift to give to each mother.  On my way 
home that evening (I had already discussed this 
with Our Lord) I decided to go to Walmart. As 
soon as I walked in, my bargain radar noticed 
this rack with a sign that read “4 for $1.”   The 
bargain was 4 beautiful bags of chocolate chips 
for $1....well yours truly immediately 
started loading bags in the cart.  
     The manager "happened" to be standing 
close by and he asked me what I 
was planning to do with so many chocolate 
chips...to which I said "these will be gifts for 
the church mothers across the border...”  To 
which he replied..."well in that case you can 
have them for 6 for $1…” Can you believe 
that?  I bought 114 bags of chocolate 
chips.....then my dear husband, son 
and daughter in law helped me remove the 
chips from the bags...pour them into Ziploc 
bags....then we wrapped them in colored 
cellophane and tied them with bright 
Christmas ribbon!!!  The Mexican border 
officer told me I had to get a special permit to cross the gift bags.  I explained to him they 
were for the "mamacitas"...and he said "well alright...but I have to take a few"...He took 4 
bags...no problem!!!  Isn©t that wonderful!!  
     Here comes another story.....There was a  misunderstanding about who was going to 
prepare what to serve for the meal...Tabitha prepared a five pound bag of chicken in a red 
chili sauce , a 2 gallon size bowl of salad...Anna prepared two small pots of Spanish rice...are 
you ready for this???  Everyone ate plenty...some even had seconds..... Several new ladies 
took food plates home...did you notice who took the food plates home....the "new" ladies!!!   
"AND THERE WAS SOME LEFT OVER"!!!   Oh me of little faith (again) ....the people 
kept coming in and I kept worrying about not having enough to share with everyone...does 
this story remind you of another story??   It seems unbelievable...but true!!  

Mother Gloria with her 3 week old baby boy 
and several of his 5 siblings… all very clean 
and dressed up for church service.  The 
family home near the church (below) is one 
of the poorest in the area. 
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Fund Raiser Appreciation… 

A major fund raising initiative was completed this year 
in Chilliwack, B.C. Canada.  Agua Viva Ministries Society 
was the recipient of profits from construction and sale of a 
new home through the 
generosity of building 
trades in an active 
housing market.   

Our sincere thanks 
to the many individuals 
and business owners 
who contributed to this project with donations of labor and 
material as well reduced fees.  Special thanks to Tribrink 
Contracting for underwriting the project and Corney Les for 
initiating and organizing it.  Funds have been and will be 
used to purchase land and capital improvements in Mexico 
as well to support ongoing programs. 

 
Chilliwack construction trade workers are also represented 

in groups who travel to Agua Prieta to assist with building 
projects.  Their hard work and enthusiasm is appreciated by 
Agua Viva Ministries. 
Pictured (left) are volunteers Tyler den Hertog (Meadowridge 
Contracting) and Donal Les (Tribrink Contracting) 
constructing trusses for the church roof in March 2006. 

Interested in joining a work group?  Contact our 
office (see page 2).  We hope to accomplish much building 
this winter!  Come and join us please! 

 
 
 

Sincere Appreciation to… 
 

1. Flavel Baptist Church, Portland Oregon...for regular cash and clothing donations, 
2. Parkdale Baptist Church, Hood River, Oregon for financial contributions, 
3. Youth pastor Josh Matteson from Emanuel Bible Church in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Pastor 

Josh, his wife and their youth group helped put a cement floor in Aurelia's home and they 
also dug and leveled the dirt floor  for our clothing room...that was very hard work 
because the ground was sooooo hard!! 

4. Mr. James Ulmer of Tucson who has been a faithful long time supporter for quite a few 
years.  James and his pastor Jim Corley from Cross Point Community Church visited us 
in May and we pray that Pastor Corley’s congregation will join us in building up the Kingdom of God. 

5. Loma, Colorado Community Church because they have supported us through thick and thin...I hope to visit with 
them Sept. 28-Oct. 2.... 

6. Heritage Reformed Congregation members in various areas who support us faithfully year in, year out, 
7. Chantelle Krul of Chilliwack, BC for all her help in August with Vacation Bible School 
 

Thank you ALL dear readers, supporters and prayer warriors… we appreciate all you do for Christ's humble flock.  
Herencia Ebenezer is now being called "a haven of hope" by the people.   Rose Mary and John 

THANK YOU CHILLIWACK! 
CONTRIBUTORS: 
- Colin, Dave and Mike van den Brink (Tribrink) 
- Len Kuipers, Jay Erler (Kruiler Contracting) 
- Brian Maljaars, Les Neels (Primo Contracting) 
- Mike deLoof (Starline Windows)  
- Bruce van den Brink (Canex Building Supplies) 
- Henk van Dyk (Cheam Countertops)  
- Mark Gaultier (Gaultier Exteriors) 
- Brad Engle (Engle Woodworking)  
- Nelly & Gerrit Procee (Pro Painting) 
- Cornie Thiessen (Valley Carpentry) 
- John Kleiver (La Farge Concrete) 
- Les Lindhout (Les’ Concrete) 
- Kent Klassen, Mike Brady 
- Dennis Joly (Joly Enterprises) 
- Chris Boerefyn (Chris’ Masonry) 
- Evan Lewis (E-Scapes Landscaping) 
- Mark Kragh (M & C Insulators) 
- Superior Door Services 
- Individuals:  Dave Beeke, Chad Hampson, Dave 

Maljaars, Tim Roos, Rob Span, Matthew Stam, Will 
Stoutjesdyk, Daniel Zylstra, Darrin Zylstra 
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Her heart’s desire… 
Tabitha is one of the pillars of Agua Viva Ministries’  

work in Agua Prieta.  She moved here in 1997 with her 
sister Lola from Obregon, which is about a 9 hour drive 
from Agua Prieta.  In Obregon, Tabitha and several of 
her sisters were members of a women’s co-operative 
farm.  Due to a complex series of events and corruption 
on the part of various officials, the women lost all their 
assets.   

Tabitha says that when she and Lola came to Agua Prieta they were very 
discouraged.  However, now they see God’s hand in bringing them north to be 
actively involved in Ebenezer Christian Church.  Their experience in legal 
matters and outgoing, persistent personalities have been an asset to the 
Ministry at various times.  Tabitha and Lola each live in an apartment in the   
4-plex owned by Agua Viva Ministries and during the day they can often be 
found helping out at the church site or supporting poor families.  Each evening the 
two ladies sell roses for $2 a stem in the downtown tourist areas, which they 
purchase daily from a wholesaler.  This provides enough to eke out a living. 

Tabitha has to have all of her teeth removed ($10/ tooth) and have dentures 
made for her.  She has not been able to afford to do this; many of her teeth are 
loose, causing her much pain.  Several months ago she could not cope with the 
pain so she removed one of her teeth herself. Needless to say there are many 
food items she cannot enjoy.  Many evenings neither Lola nor Tabitha sell 
more then 1 or 2 roses...or none at all.  Perhaps someone or several people 
might be willing to help her financially so she can purchase dentures. 

Tabitha has a burden for impressionable children.  She grew up very poor 
in a family of 16 children and received no formal education.  However, she is 
blessed with an inquisitive mind and learned much along life’s pathway.  She 
says, “ I have a desire to teach children all I have learned to spare them 
embarrassment.”   Teaching children to pray, listen attentively to bible stories, eat 
neatly with a knife and fork, etc. are some of the priorities Tabitha continues to 
work on.  Warm but firm, she demonstrates great leadership in our Sunday school 
efforts. 

Tabitha has 5 grown children and 17 grandchildren, who live in Obregon.  
She phones and visits them on occasion but not often.  Although she misses her 
family, Tabitha feels that right now God wants her in Agua Prieta, as Tabitha in 
the early church who was known for her "good works and acts of charity.”      
(Acts 9:36). 

 

 

School Days 
Basic public education is provided by the 
government from Kindergarten to Grade 5.  
Many schools have a double shift of classes in 
order to accommodate all the children.  In our 
area we know of 42 children not attending 
school due to lack of space.  Others do not go 
to school because they cannot afford supplies 
and uniforms or they have no birth certificate.  
Government programs are in place to help the 
poorest families but accessing assistance is 
often complicated.  Agua Viva Ministries 
helps area families as needs are identified. 
 

 
 

Chilliwack teacher John Vroegop  
with students at Colegio Bilingue,  
a private school in Agua Prieta 

 

Tabitha teaching children the skill of 
using a knife and fork. 

Practicing with wieners…this is harder 
than it looks! 

Tabitha encourages Caesar as he reads 
a Bible story book from a collection 
which was donated to us by the 
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Church 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  This series 
of children’s Bible stories have been 
beautifully translated from English to 
Spanish and are treasured by the 
children and their parents.  The Sunday 
School children are given a different 
book every Sunday and they are to 
study it and give a "book report" the 
following Sunday. 
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Meet the Ruiz family 
by Janet Les 

Gabe and Zoraida and their boys 
Gabe and Allan attend Ebenezer church 
and Gabe sometimes works for Agua 
Viva Ministries.  Gabe was introduced 
to God’s Word in an Arizona prison 
where he did time for drug running.  He 
believes in God’s forgiveness but says 
he cannot forgive himself or feel 
forgiveness for his sins, especially the 
sin of supplying poisonous drugs to 
young people. 

Gabe was discharged from the 
Mexican army in 2001 and moved to 
Agua Prieta to look for work.  He says 
his military training and mafia interest 
filled his head with big ideas and he was 
soon enticed to earn $1500 US for drug 
running trips. He spent his illegal 
earnings on “drinking, women and 
clothes for two years.”   Then he met 
Zoraida and started to be afraid he 
would be caught.  But he wanted a 
family and property so kept going. 

Gabe’s drug running assignment 
was to carry 50 lb of marijuana through 
an isolated area from Agua Prieta to 
Wilcox, Arizona. These trips were about 
5 days and 5 nights of walking.  At first 
he refused to cross the border and made  

 

 

the drop in Mexico but after about 7 
trips he also crossed the border into 
America.  When he was caught by the 
U.S. border patrol it was discovered he 
was carrying cocaine as well as 
marijuana.  This made it a federal 
offense but as a first offense his 
sentence was reduced to 6 months.  The 
judge told him if he was caught again, 
he would receive at least a three year 
prison sentence.  While in prison, Gabe 
was visited by an evangelical minister 
and he joined a bible study group. 

Zoraida started coming to Ebenezer 
church with her sister Plinia, and Gabe 
joined her when he was released from 
prison.  He says the church community 
helped him integrate back into a normal 
life.  He soon got a job in a twin plant*  
making wire cable for tractors, earning  
 

 
$70 US per week.   Zoraida earns $50 
per week working a morning shift in 
another plant while her mother baby-sits 
their boys.  Bit by bit the couple is 
building a home on a small lot which 
Gabe bought from drug earnings. 

On the day I visited them, Gabe was 
disappointed at Plinia’s husband who 
had promised to help work on his house 
and then went out drinking instead.  But 
Zoraida reminded him that he falls into 
this habit as well.  Gabe replied, that 
yes, like the apostles asleep during the 
storm when we walk with the Lord the 
Lord is with us even when the storm is 
strong. He knows he needs a closer walk 
with God.    
 
*  Twin plants are US/Mexican border 
ventures where cheap Mexican labor is 
utilized by an assembly plant on the 
Mexican side and a smaller processing 
and distribution facility on the American 
side.  These plants are a major reason 
for the population growth in Agua 
Prieta.  Many people come from the 
Interior of Mexico to work in the plants 
or with the hope of moving to the US, 
only to find there are far more workers 
than work available.

 Brick making  
  

Buildings in Agua Prieta 
are usually made of bricks or 
blocks and brick making is the 
occupation of many area men.  
Forms are filled with a 
mixture of dirt, water and 
manure and lined up to dry in 
the sun. Adobe brick building 
was introduced to Mexico by the Spanish.  Buildings are finished 
with a plaster of lime and sand to prevent the bricks from 
weathering too quickly.   

Agua Viva Ministries usually purchases bricks from family 
operators and hires local brick layers for our building projects, 
thus providing economic benefit to the community.   

Brick kilns have been identified as a source of air pollution in 
Agua Prieta, especially affecting children who typically play 
near these small enterprises.  Small operators will burn whatever 
fuel is available in brick kilns, including sawdust, plastics, used 
tires, etc.   

 

 

 

  

Rub-a-dub-dub… 3 kids in a tub.  
Cooling off in the Ebenezer Church 
Swimming Pool. 
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Church Dedication - February 2006 

 

 
Moving day - three pews and assorted furnishings fit on a 
pick-up truck.  Gabe and Sergio ensure the load stays put. 
 
 

 
Talented Miramon family provided music and led the hymn 
singing.  Pastor Eliezer Miramon spoke words of greeting 
and offered best wishes to the congregation in their new 
location. 

 

 

Following opening and welcome, Tabitha and helpers 
directed 127 children outdoors for singing, scripture memory 
and games under sunny skies. 
 
 

 
 

 

John Ver Wys gave message from Haggai 2, “The glory of 
this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the LORD of hosts.”  He emphasized that the size and 
splendor of our house of worship is not important but that 
the Lord be present. 

 

Lunch prepared by several church ladies of coleslaw, 
Spanish rice, refried beans and tortillas - cake and juice… 

 

 

A blessed day for Agua Viva Ministries board member 
Corney Les and director Rose Mary Townsend. 


