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For whosoever shall give you a cup of
water to drink in my name, because ye
belong to Christ, verily | say unto you, he
shall not lose his reward. Mark 9:41

www.aguavivaministries.org

Good Progress on New Church Building
During December and January, construction of a multi-purpose

building on our new property was a priority for Agua Viva

Ministries. John arrived from Grand Rapids on December 1 to

find bricks ready to go and brick layers ready to start work.
The church building project is providing employment for
several fathers of the congregation. We have been blessed
with severa energetic work teams who helped finish the
brickwork, construct the concrete floors and roof.

400 Attend Year end Service !
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A record crowd gathered at the new church site for
worship on December 29. Visiting team member
Pastor Brian DeVriestold the story of the Prodigal
Son from Luke 15 and spoke about true repentance,
how God lovingly calls sinners to come home and
how this repentance and forgiveness is possible
because of Christ’s finished work. Terreth Klaver
spoke on God building his church and Marty
Slingerland on the parable of the wise and foolish
builders. Rosemary translated to an attentive crowd.

Preparing the foundaion. Volunteer ms rker John
VerWys (right) spends each winter in sunny Agua Prieta.
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Sincere thanks to Structural Truss Systems of Fort
Macleod, AB for truss design and team members
from Southern Alberta for making the 26 hour drive to
Agua Prieta to help with construction.




Agua Viva Ministries
provides Christian teaching
and humanitarian aid to
needy people in Agua Prieta,
Mexico. Volunteer
organizers Rose Mary
Townsend and John VerWys
are assisted by visiting
teams and caring individuals.
Together we aim to glorify
God and give testimony to
how He is working in the
building of His kingdom
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Our logo represents "living
water in a dry, thirsty land."
Agua Prieta (Spanish)
means Dark Water (English)
while Agua Viva means
Living Water. The mission of
Agua Viva Ministries is to
bring LIFE to DARKNESS -
the gospel of Jesus Christ in
Word and Deed to needy
people.

TEAM INQUIRIES,
DONATIONS

Agua Viva Ministries, Inc.
1409 12th Street

Douglas, AZ 85607

Phone / Fax: 520-364-4946
john@aguavivaministries.org

ADMINISTRATION

Agua Viva Ministries Society
10150 Gillanders Road
Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H4
Canada

Phone: 604-794-3772
info@aguavivaministries.org
Janet Les, Editor

For additional information,
please visit our web-site at:

www.aguavivaministries.org

- Outdoor church pulpit ...

== The"sign” says.

Sublime gracia del Sefior
Queuninfeliz salvé.

Fui ciego més hoy miro yo

- Perdido y El me hallé.
~ Trandated:
3 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

That saved awretch like me.
| once was lost, but now I'm found,
Was blind, but now | see.

Major Fund Raiser Underway...

A current fund raising project for Agua VivaMinistriesis profit from a house being
built near Chilliwack, BC. Donations of materials and labor are adding to the
income from this venture. Organizer Corney Lesis amazed at the generosity of
many individuals.

“Y esterday one of the tradesmen stopped me at the subdivision and said he had
heard this house was for the poor in Mexico. He offered to donate his labor and
materials. | was so surprised - that is a $3,000 donation! We had not even got
around to asking him for help and | hardly know him.” Praise God for this man
and many others who are laboring “for the least of these!”
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Framing volunteers Daniel and
Darrin Zylstra (left)

FOR SALE:

The “Agua Viva House” takes
shape in Webster Landing
subdivision near Chilliwack, BC

Thanksto Corney Lesfor thisinitiative
and to Colin, Mike and Dave
Vandenbrink of Tribrink Homes who are
underwriting the project. The AguaViva
Ministries land purchase and church
buildings are being financed through this
fund raiser.

We’'re finally on-line!

After many years of talk we now have an Internet presence. Thanksto Curtis Les
for making thisareality! Curtisisa4™ year Computer Information Systems degree
student, currently working for Health Canada. He has visited Agua Prieta severa
times as a team member and continues to contribute as our Webmaster. He would
appreciate input and suggestions from team members. Send to
webmaster@aguavivaministries.org
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Gathering Wood for the Fire
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Mr. James Ulmer has been a part of our ministry for many
years. He supports us not only financially, but also in many
others ways as the Lord leads him. He collects
household supplies ranging from clothes to dishesto sinks. The
greatest blessing he givesisfire wood. Mr. Ulmer will just drive
around town sometime and look for a dead tree in someone®
yard. He® go up to the house and ask them if they would like
thelir tree removed on condition he gets the wood. It is a benefit
to them because they don®have to pay to get rid of it. Then he
cuts the wood and even splitsit and stacks it up in Rosemary®
back yard. We then take it across and distribute it to needy
people.

During Christmas break Chris Foreman came down with his
church group from Loma, Colorado. They have been faithful
supporters for many years and come down with agroup at least
once ayear. Last year they installed afence around the

church property and got it all started. Thisyear they came
down with twenty wood burning stoves. They installed them
in many homes. The people have to walk about a mile south
to get fire wood, usually small pieces of mesquite. Wetry to
help them alittle by supplying some nice solid fire wood.

By Mr. Ulmer supplying the wood, the Colorado group
installing wood burners, many of these people are now
coming to our church. There are about ten of these homesin
onelittlearea. They were all going to another church but
they are coming to our church and hearing the gospel. This
iswhat it's all about, every member of the body doing their
part, so sinners may be saved.

Chris Foreman installed a wood stove for Luis and family

A Blessed Time in Agua Prieta

...Being able to share in spiritual discussions, and just seeing the
hunger and desire for God®Word among our friends in Mexico was

truly overwhelming.

When we returned home, it was hard to get back to the everyday
pressures surrounding our culture. We felt humbled, for here we have
a beautiful home and the people in Agua Prieta have o little. | was
very thankful for the luxury of our washing machine and dryer, as
both our kids came down with the flu for afew days. | thought often
of mothersin Mexico, and how busy they would be cleaning sheets,

clothes, etc. when their children are sick.

_ Each morning as we enjoy our Mexican coffee, we reflect quietly on
Correen and Danielle Slawson of Fort our time with you and raise a silent prayer that the Lord may remember

Macleod, Alberta share lunch with anew  our dear friendsin Mexico.
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Mama, we can sew again !

Geronimo comes from a village where she grew up
learning to sew. Y ears ago she had purchased a peddie
sewing machine for a50lb sack of nuts. Recently it has
been faling apart. A group from Desert View Baptist
Church in Gilbert, AZ began looking for a machine.
Since she doesn®have el ectricity, they needed to find
her an antique. They found a 1902 Singer and brought
it down for her. She sat down and started putting the
things together to make it work. She knew exactly how
todoit. Sheand her family werethrilled with it. One
of her teenage boys said, "Mama, we can sew again."
The whole family knows how to sew.

They live in a cardboard
house and are in the process
of building a house out of
mud bricks. We are
planning to provide the 2X4
rafters and the tin for the
roof.

When Geronimo first started
coming to our church she
was very skeptical, because
she was from a different
background. She would send
her sonsto usif she needed
anything. Now sheisvery
comfortable and happy in our church. She said the other
day that she would really love clean the church once
it’s built. She doesn®have any money, but she wants to

do her part.

To help pay for a roof please send a donation marked for this
purpose. Complete cost is $200 for wood and $300 for the metal.

Ten Years and Counting...

High school teacher, Jody Terpstra, has been taking a group to Agua
Prietafrom Chilliwack, BC each year since 1994. Her students are
enthusiastic about their experience and Agua Viva Ministries values
their energy and contributions. She says, “ We are so blessed in
Canada - seeing the poverty in Mexico and how these people thank
God for solittle isa real eye-opener for young people.”

Currently Jody is planning a trip with 20 participants during Spring
break in late March. Studentsin her groups pay their own travel and
accommodation expenses. They raise fundsto pay for building
materias, food hampers, and medical costs by soliciting donations
from family and friends, car washes, bottle drives, etc.

Participants frequently remain supporters of the Ministry aswell as
other missions, fulfilling Jody’s goal of cultivating a giving heart

in her students. For information, email jodyterpstra@hotmail.com

For Jody and her students, a favorite pastime
is playing with area children who always
quickly appear when visiting teams arrive.




Urgent Transportation Need

Agua Viva Ministries owns these two passenger vans which are
well utilized. When running optimally we use them to pick up
groups from the airport in Tucson; always we use them to pick up
church members for bible study, Sunday school and worship
services. Both are running poorly at the moment and we would
dearly love to obtain another... If you know of a*“good deal” on a
passenger van that could be delivered to Douglas, AZ or could
contribute financially to this need, please call John (520-364-4946)
or Corney (604-794-3772)...

In arecent email, John writes, “I took the blue van in and got a new
mounting bracket for the power steering pump installed. The bolts

wer e sheered off going into the engine and couldn't be drilled out. So the mechanic welded a new bracket and
everything isworking. Also changed the spark plugs, so we have more power. Maybe if you come again | can pick

you up in Tucson with it. Although it still smokes. RoseMary followed me into Mexico the other day and said all
she had to do was follow the smoke and she would not lose me. So we're still praying for some new used vans that

someone might want to donate.”

“Our walk talks more than our talk talks”

God used our trip to Agua Prietain many ways. My
husband Jake and | were there with a group of young
adults of whom most profess grace. So their focus

was the glory of God. Watching them all work together,
from the youngest (Danielle Slawson, 2 years old was
carrying a gallon of water around, putting water in the
buckets used to wet the bricks) to the oldest (John
Verwys@nom, who did whatever her hands found to

do) the thought came to me “ Our walk talks more than
our talk talks.”

Watching Wendy, Joanna and Martha doing the Vacation
Bible School and seeing their desire that these young
souls would come to know their Saviour was something
to see. | saw our young men interacting with the children
and how some of them had the privilege of being called
"Daddy.” It struck me that because of the glory of God
we may also call our heavenly Father "Abba Father" with
the same childlike trust.

Something else | believe we dl felt was heavenly
friendship amongst each other as a group but al'so with
the Agua Prieta people. There were many who left an
impression on me. First, | must say that Rosemary®love
and zeal for the souls of these beautiful people and how
excited she got when we were going to have church
services outside of the new building and at least 400
people showed up. We could feel her and John®
excitement. You had to be thereto really appreciateit.
There were people coming, from all directions, in groups,
some aone...

Thelast day, Mrs. Verwys and | went into one of the
stores to buy some delicious Mexican coffee. The price
was marked 18.50. There are about 10 peso®in $1.00. |

By Lona Nijsse, Grand Rapids, Ml

gave the man $2.00

and he said “No,

one.” | replied “two.”

He smiled and said,

“That®right,” and

insisted | take the 1.5

pesos change. When

we came outside of the

gift shop therewas a

man washing our

rental car. Mind you

that car wasfilthy! It

was the 10th day of

driving through dusty Agua Prieta. | had already been
worried about how | was going to find the time to take it
to a car wash because | was too embarrassed to return it
so dirty. He had soap and a pail of water and was doing
agood job. | asked a shop owner how much they usually
pay some one for washing their car. She said $1 or
$1.50. Then the words came, "A man isworthy his hire."
What do we pay when we have it done in the States? |
gave him what the Lord put on my heart to give him.
This gave me an opportunity to ask him afew

guestions. "How many cars aday?' “About 10 - most
people only give me one or one and half peso." “Only
work you do?" "No, | have ajob. "Do you live around
here?' “On Cale 6, with my wife."

“DioslosBendigal” “God Bless You!” “God Bless you,
too!” Many of us stumbled through what little Spanish
we knew but our prayer was that they may see something
of Jesusinus. It surewas ablessed 10 days -- we
rejoiced and were glad in them.



