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Much accomplished this year! 
Report from John VerWys 

Agua Viva director, John VerWys, says evidence of God’s work 
in the lives of church attendees and progress in constructing 
buildings for worship and service were significant this year.  
According to John, “We feel we had a very blessed year with 
few problems. Even the few problems we had, like a burnt down 
house, have turned out very blessed.”   (See story, page 2). 

In February 2006, the new complex for Iglesia Cristiana Ebene-
zer (Ebenezer Christian Church) consisted of one large multi-
purpose building.  When John left Agua Prieta in April 2007 to 
return home to Michigan for the summer, the complex included 
a church worship center, Sunday school classroom, nursery, 
washroom, distribution centre, kitchen area and construction 
storage room.  Thanks to many generous donors and volunteers 
for making this a reality!  

 

 
Rose Mary finally got her Nursery for babies!  The small children 
are getting used to being in there and the services are much quieter.  
Thanks to the talented ladies from Chilliwack, BC, who decorated 
this cheery room. 

 
We are very happy to have a distribution center where all food, 
clothing, house wares, doors and windows can be under one roof.  
Much clothing is available on display and the people can come in 
any time to get clothes, rather than only on specific days.  It’ s 
wonderful to have a place where we can have a little store and 
people can get their needs met on a daily basis. There is also an 
area where Rose Mary can meet with people and a kitchen where 
they can cook and have meals. This is working out really well. 
Sometimes a little too well. People come in every day to just 
congregate and talk!  Rose Mary does put them to work a little.  
Of course it’s good to have fellowship together. 
 

 

 

 

Late Breaking News…  Agua Viva Ministries has an opportunity for partnership with local government to provide 
a free daily breakfast to approximately 100 area children in our church facilities.  This will help get electricity and a new water 
line to our site which we are waiting for.  Most importantly, we believe this is an opportunity God is giving to us; another way 
to reach out to the community with the hope of sharing the Gospel.  Our premises are already used at capacity.  We need to con-
tinue building.  Can you help?  Donations for this purpose and visiting groups with construction skills would make it happen. 
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Agua Viva Ministries 
provides Christian teaching 
and humanitarian aid to 
needy people in Agua Prieta, 
Mexico.  Volunteer organizers 
Rose Mary Townsend and 
John VerWys are assisted by 
visiting teams and caring in-
dividuals. Together we aim to 
glorify God and give testi-
mony to how He is working in 
the building of His kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our logo represents "living 
water in a dry, thirsty land." 
Agua Prieta (Spanish) means 
Dark Water (English) while 
Agua Viva means Living Wa-
ter. The mission of Agua Viva 
Ministries is to bring LIFE to 
DARKNESS - the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in Word and 
Deed to needy people. 
 
 
TEAM INQUIRIES,  
       DONATIONS 
Agua Viva Ministries, Inc. 
1409 12th Street 
Douglas, AZ 85607 
Phone / Fax: 520-364-4946 
john@aguavivaministries.org 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Agua Viva Ministries Society 
10150 Gillanders Road 
Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H4 
Canada 
Phone: 604-794-3772 
info@aguavivaministries.org 
Janet Les, Editor 
 
For additional information, 
please visit our web-site at: 
 
www.aguavivaministries.org 
 

 
 
 

From Tragedy to Blessings  

Pedro is one of several fathers in our church who sometimes works for Agua Viva Ministries 
helping John with construction and maintenance.  Like many poor families in Agua Prieta, Pedro 
built his family a home out of salvaged materials: wooden pallets, rusty sheet metal, scrap lumber, 
cardboard and plastic.   

During the Christmas holidays, members of the Michigan work group gave Pedro a ride home 
from work and met his two young children and wife Celena who was seven months pregnant and 
not feeling well.  The family’s only bed was wet from overnight rain and the home was cold.  
They made plans to spend the night with another church family.  

The next day, while Pedro was at work, team members donated materials and built a water-
tight roof on Pedro’s home.  Pedro and Celena were amazed.  A week later the church ladies had a 
baby shower and gave the family a baby crib filled with baby clothing, diapers, food, etc.  The 
family was very happy. 

Then, in the early morning hours on February 23 
tragedy struck.  Pedro and Celena’s house burnt to 
the ground. John says, “ It was the mercy of the Lord 
that He spared each of their lives.  They were 
sleeping in the back room when someone came up to 
their house and yelled for them to get out. They had 
to go through the room that was on fire to get out.  
All Pedro could do was grab his two children and get 
out. The inside was all cardboard and it went up very 
fast. They weren©t able to save anything. This is a 
photo of the pile that is left.   Rose Mary and I were 
there this morning trying to help them.  We got them some clothes, blankets and other things.  We 
couldn©t help but question why this happened.  But we trust that the Lord knows and will work it 
out for good.”    

“ I was impressed that our church family also cared for them.  Many of them are giving things 
to them to help them out. One family said ‘ I have a bed,’  another said ‘ I will give them a stove.’  
Others opened their homes for shelter.  Maybe that©s what the Lord is showing us. That he pro-
vides for his children using his people. That really 
impressed me because these people don©t have 
much and yet are willing to give what they have.  I 
know each one of you is impressed with that when 
you are here.  And now we really see it again.”  

After this message from John and Rose Mary 
went out by email, many hearts were touched.  
Ontario supporters Gerald, Hieno, and Ken decided 
to do something about it.  They raised funds, 
traveled across the USA to Agua Prieta, bought 
supplies and spent three days building Pedro and 
Celena a new home!  On February 8, the family 
moved into their new home (or as Pedro 
called it “a palace.” )  The family is in a 
state of awe. Pedro jokingly told us that 
Celena is very careful about them not 
scraping the floor with the new 
chairs because it will mark up the floor 
plus ruin the chairs.  She is also keeping 
the plastic covers on the chairs and 
keeps reminding them not to sit on the 
chairs with dirty hands or dirty clothes. 
Celena said they have never been able to 
buy new things so she is very grateful 
for every item. 

On behalf of the family "Gracias y 
Dios los bendiga".  On behalf of Agua 
Viva Ministries, "Thank you...God bless You!”
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We share the same essential need… 
 

I should have been prepared.  For years 
my sister has taken work teams to Agua 
Prieta, my husband had joined her in the 
past, and our four oldest children have par-
ticipated in mission trips to Agua Prieta.  
I’d seen pictures – hundreds, heard stories, 
raised funds, and prayed for the work being 
done by Agua Viva Ministries. But I had 
never experienced firsthand the poverty of 
a third world country, nor felt the joys and 
heartache that are part of such an experi-
ence.  Until this year.  In February 2007 
nineteen young people and adults from the 
Fort Macleod, Alberta area traveled to 
Agua Prieta to offer assistance to the needy 
and “so fulfill the law of Christ” . 

But I was not prepared.  Perhaps I was 
somewhat prepared for the physical ap-
pearance of the homes and the dry dessert 
surrounding the mission complex, but it is 
the people that touch your heart.  The card-
board, dirt-floored homes are lived in by 
real people – young Moms with hungry 
children, Grandmas with health problems 
and no money for medical care, families 
with no income.  After several days of 
mingling, one of our girls asked, “Where 
are the kids our age?”  I had to point out to 
her that the young Mom struggling to find 
food for her baby and unable to buy needed 
medicine for her sick toddler was “her 
age.”   The contrast is so poignant:  at six-
teen the one young woman has set before 
her open doors of opportunity for educa-
tion, a career, a home full of modern con-
veniences, and no thought to how she will 
supply her daily needs; the other struggles 
to feed her children, worries about their 
health, and has no hope of a better life, re-
alizing that, barring a miracle, her children 
are destined to the same life of hardship 
and poverty. 

But are the two really so different?  The 
worlds they live in are at opposite ends of 
the living standard scale, and yet they share 
the same essential need – to know the Lord 
Jesus as their personal Savior and Lord and 
to live a life of glory to God.  This became 

so clear to me when Rose Mary invited me 
to lead an impromptu Bible study with sev-
eral Mexican women who help her at the 
mission.  As we read John 13 together and 
discussed (with Rose Mary as translator ... 
that takes a little getting used to) our need 
for daily forgiveness of sins and Christ’s 
shining example of humility and service as 
he washed His disciples’  feet, it was so 
evident that despite the vast cultural and 
socio-economic differences, with God there 
is no respecter of persons.  We are all sin-
ners and need to be born again by the Spirit 
of God.  These women share the same 
spiritual struggles we do; we are one in 
Christ and can only find rest and peace at 
the foot of the cross of Jesus. 

 
Sheila VanEe and Bernita Van Hierden 
join several church ladies in study of Jesus 
washing His disciple’ s feet. 
 

For the girls who were on our team Va-
cation Bible School was definitely a high-
light of our work.  Upon our return some-
one asked, “What ages did you do VBS 
classes for?” and our answer ... “age one to 
ninety-nine!”   It was heart-warming to see 
entire families join together to hear the Bi-
ble story and then enjoy craft time and 
treats.  The grateful smiles of children as 
we served lunch at the church was reward 
enough for the time it took to make a huge 
pot of chili in a tiny motel kitchen. 

The guys felt especially rewarded by the 
“gracias”  and smiles of the young family 
who are enjoying the new home we built 

for them.  The trip was an overwhelming 
experience for all of us.  We thank the 
many people, particularly Pastor Schoe-
man, the consistory and members of Bethel 
Free Reformed Church in Monarch for 
their encouragement and financial support.  
We left intent on helping the poor and with 
the hope that in some small way we could 
share the love of Christ with these needy 
people; we returned realizing we had 
learned far more from them than we could 
hope to contribute in one short week. 

 
Vacation Bible School students learned 
about God’s promises through Noah. 

 

 
John VerWys discusses home building pro-
ject with Harvey Van Hierden and Alber ta 
youth. 

Submitted by Bernita Van Hierden

Medical Needs 
The health of our friends in Mexico is often compromised by 

their standard of living.  Agua Viva Ministries has a good work-
ing relationship with several physicians and pharmacies who 
provide necessities in urgent cases.  Your donations make up the 
rest of whatever help we can provide.  Jovanne’s eyesight is poor 
and he was thrilled with his new glasses, presented here by John. 
Wow - now I can see!  Thank you, from Jovanne and his family! 
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The value of short-term missions          by Pastors Brian DeVries & Wade Koenen

Short-term missions are often criticized as being just a glori-
fied version of Christian tourism or an expenses-paid holiday for 
a unique experience that makes you feel good about yourself.  
But these descriptions are excessively critical and overlook the 
value of short-term missions.  It is true that some people abuse 
short-term mission opportunities, so we must be careful and 
guard ourselves from these abuses.  But this is not always the 
case, and when we are careful the opposite is true.  Short-term 
mission trips - like our recent experience in Agua Prieta - have 
great value for the entire global church.  Allow us to list a few of 
the lasting values of our trip as a case in point. 

·  First, we are able to share some of our blessings with the 
Reformed Christians in Agua Prieta.  By God’s grace, we are 
able to participate in the various ministries… to Him be the 
glory! 

·  Second, we ourselves received blessings from the Mexican 
people. Those who have been in similar circumstances will 
understand - it is in giving that you receive.  As we gave of 
ourselves, we realized that we were receiving back much 
more than we were giving.  With the Lord’s blessing, the fel-
lowship and love we experienced caused us to recognize the 
poverty of our thankfulness for the little blessings in life and 
to thank the Lord for the marks of grace evident in some of 
the Mexican Christians.  It is always surprising and wonder-
ful to worship God in another culture and to experience that 
Christian fellowship transcends ethnic and economic barri-
ers. 

·  Third, there is an often-overlooked hidden value.  We in 
Canada and the United States often forget the great blessings 
we have been given.  Especially we as young people need to 
be reminded of the materialism that saturates our own soci-
ety - feeling the stark contrast of poverty helps us see how 
we often misuse these blessings. 

·  Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, experiences like 
the one we had in Agua Prieta teach us how to think mis-
sionary thoughts.  We who have been so blessed - not only 

with materials blessings but also with the spiritual treasures 
of Reformed truth - we have a great responsibility to share 
these treasures with others who are without.  How guilty we 
will be in the Day of Judgment if we hoard these riches for 
ourselves while the rest of the world continues to live and 
die in spiritual poverty! 

·  Finally, short-term missions demonstrate and strengthen the 
unity of Christ’s global church.  A new house in Agua Prieta 
now stands as a testimony to the Mexican community that 
Christians in Canada and the United States are one in Spirit 
with the Christians in Mexico. Though language issues, eco-
nomic realities, and cultural differences separate us, and 
though politically there are great barriers, yet in Christ we 
are one.  Though our brothers and sisters south of the border 
struggle with basic needs of life while we enjoy our warm 
showers and comfortable beds, yet in Christ we are untied by 
the Holy Spirit.  And our recent experience of this oneness in 
Christ reminds us to remember their needs (Heb 12:3) and to 
do what we can to share our great blessings with the global 
church.  

So our recent trip to Agua Prieta was a wonderful opportu-
nity for giving, receiving, learning, and growing.  For all who 
participated in making this trip possible - in giving, in praying, in 
planning - we wish to extend a warm thank you.  May the Lord 
Himself replenish you with His grace.  Please remember to pray 
for the needs of Agua Viva Ministries as they continue to dem-
onstrate and declare the gospel of Jesus Christ in Agua Prieta. 

Reprinted with permission from Glad Tidings, official publica-
tion of the Mission Committee of the Heritage Reformed Con-
gregations. 

 

Pastors Brian de Vries and Wade 
Koenen of the Heritage Reformed 
denomination joined a large group 
of their church members to work in 
Agua Prieta for 10 days in Decem-
ber/January 2007.  The group did 
much construction work on the dis-
tribution centre and area homes, 
visited families with gifts of food 
and fellowship, taught and 
preached God’s Word and held a 
daily Vacation Bible School at-
tended by 80 children and 25 
mothers!  Thank you ALL for your 
service in Agua Prieta! 

Interested in joining or organizing a work 
group?  Contact our office (see page 2).   
The Harvest is Plentiful and the Workers are Few 
Come and join us please! 
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Four Faithful Servants… 
     You see them in every church community - Christian women who 
band together and work tirelessly for the benefit of the whole con-
gregation.  Agua Viva Ministries would not function were it not for 
our “ faithful four.”   Rose Mary lives in Douglas, AR and crosses the 
border daily to minister to the poor in Agua Prieta.  Also acting as 
translator and frequent hostess to visiting missionaries, Rose Mary 
has a gift for welcoming and loving everyone that comes in her path.   

Anna, Lola and Tabitha each have a home in the “4 plex”  owned 
by Agua Viva Ministries.  Anna is a hard worker and volunteers at 
the church site in many capacities.  Her energetic young family often 
pitches in too; her husband works on a farm near Douglas.   

Lola is our resident lobbyist.  Her boldness and tenacity give us 
an audience with bureaucrats and politicians at all levels.  Lola is not 
afraid to ask for ANYTHING - as long as it may benefit the poor of 
Agua Prieta and contribute to their independence and dignity.  Tabitha 
has a special gift with children as well as being a great cook and organ-
izer.  Her dedication to the people of Ebenezer Christian Church is in-
valuable.  See her interesting life story on the “People”  page at www.aguavivaministries.org 

 

Happy 100th Birthday Ramoncita! 
A petite, white-haired lady, her smile 

surrounded by a mass of wrinkles, shuffles 
her way slowly down the church aisle es-
corted by Rose Mary.  The children lining 
the aisle burst into song as Ramoncita is 
seated on the “ throne”  at the front of the 
church.  Pastor Pina and his wife gently 
place a crown on her head.  The church 
community is celebrating Ramoncita’s 
100th birthday! 

The Pastor spoke about Ramoncita’s 
faithful church attendance for the past ten 
years and compared her faithfulness to that 
of Abraham who was also blessed with a 
long life.  He also spoke about Ramoncita’s 
sorrow that most of her family do not at-
tend church.  He reminded her that she had 
a special place in the church family of 
Agua Viva Ministries and also in the family 
of God.  He stated that the Lord will-
ing, God would honor her prayer that her 
great-grand-daughter, Yahira, who attends 
every church service with her, will grow up 
knowing and serving Christ. 

Ramoncita began coming to church be-
cause her granddaughter heard of a group 
of people who shared supplies with many 
in need, and that it didn’ t make a difference 
if the people in need were of the same faith 
or not.  She says all her needs have been 
met by the Lord.  It is rare when Ramoncita 
is not in attendance for church services and 
bible study.  

One of the highlights of the evening for 
Ramoncita was a cell phone call from John 
VerWys who was spending the summer in 

Grand Rapids.  He is very special to her; 
each summer season when he is in Grand 
Rapids, she prays that the Lord will not 
take her away until John returns and she 
can see him again. 

 
Rose Mary holds a cell phone while 
Ramoncita receives bir thday wishes from 
John VerWys calling from M ichigan.  Pic-
tured with Pastor  Pina and his wife. 

Following this formal celebration, 
Ramoncita with the help of Yahira opened 
her gifts:  coffee, cookies, clothes, towels 
and Pesos.  Afterwards several of the faith-
ful women of the church served a delicious 
meal. Finally, the two huge cakes were 
brought into the church.  As the children 
chanted “ take a bite, take a bite, take a 
bite…”  Rose Mary smeared some icing on 
Ramoncita’s grinning face and gave her the 
first piece. 

Ramoncita later shared some thoughts 
with us.  She expressed how grateful she is 
that God brought Agua Viva Ministries to 
Agua Prieta because otherwise she might 
not have come to know the True Living 
God.  She also stated that the supplies that 
her family has received throughout the 
years have been such a blessing.  She 
thanked those who support the ministry; for 
her it is always a joy to see the people who 
come to Agua Prieta to serve; she always 
cries when they leave and prays for them.   

Submitted by Jody Terpstra 

 
Ramoncita with her  beloved great 
granddaughter  Yahira.

Anna, Lola, Rose Mary and Tabitha pose outside a hotel 
while attending a mayoral candidate breakfast.   
Photo by Jody Terpstra - August 2007. 

 



 6 

 
Clever  craft ideas for  Vacation Bible School 
 are appreciated by all. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
I sat back in relief: the church was colorfully decorated 

with an abundance of stars and pictures, the week’s theme 
verse was carefully posted on the wall, and the numerous craft 
materials were cut out and organized.  Everything seemed 
ready for Agua Prieta’s upcoming Vacation Bible School.  
Little did I know, however, that the ending of each VBS day 
would continually be characterized with sighs of relief—out of 
thankfulness for surviving the day! With hundreds of children, 
many of whom were determined to create the most decorated 
and elaborate craft, maintaining even a minimal degree of or-
der during craft-session was a great accomplishment for both 
Rose Mary and I.  

 
Yet, despite the high-energy, VBS was an amazing oppor-

tunity for incredible fun, bonding fellowship, and a deep re-
flection of God’s attributes.  As we considered Adam and Eve, 
Noah, and Abraham, we became more aware of God’s com-
mitment to His promises—despite our own shortcomings and 
failings.  For many of the children, especially those living in 
difficult situations of poverty and family dysfunction, coming 
to a loving Father who fulfills His promises of provision and 
care is almost an unfathomable concept.  Yet, each story and 
craft emphasized to all of us that God NEVER fails. He will 
always remain steadfast in His promises and we can always 
look to the cross—the ultimate reminder of that great truth.  

I am not sure how long the crafts will last (I won’ t even 
venture a guess) and I am not even sure if the children will 
remember the Bible stories.  However, I do hope and pray that 
these precious and amazing children, who have already en-
countered hardships that I cannot even attempt to relate to, will 
have the awesome joy of experiencing the blessings of God’s 
promises.  

Submitted by Heather Postma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   Having Nothing… 

While we were in Agua Prieta in January, the temperature was in 
the 40s during the day.  At night it always got down to freezing and 
most nights there was frost on the vehicles.  It rained and even 
snowed once while we were working outside.  There were extra 
sweatshirts and sweaters in the church store that we used in layers 
and even on our heads.  This weather was very hard on the Mexi-
cans because they are not used to it.  A week before we came down, 
a young baby died from bronchitis or pneumonia.  Another was 
very sick but we were able to help get her to a doctor and pro-
vide hospital care and the Lord used it to spare her young life. 

 When we say that we have nothing, we mean that we don©t have 
what we want.  For many people in Agua Prieta having nothing 
means no shelter, no clothes, and no food.  But with the little they 
do have they are content.  If they only have a shack then they have a 
shack and don©t consider themselves as having nothing but are will-
ing to share their shack with you if you visit. 

One family we vis-
ited was a mother with 
three sons.  An older son 
had gone to another area 
to find work but then 
disappeared so the father 
went to find him.  Since 
then they have had no 
news of either but they 
are rumored to have 
been killed.  Aurelia is 
alone with a 19 year old 
struggling to get his GED and teenage twins.  One of the twins is 
suffering from depression and the mother tries not to let him out of 
her sight.  She worries about him constantly.   

This quiet mother has been coming to church for a while now.  
While we were visiting in the evening Aurelia had everyone come 
in and have some coffee to warm up.  Inside was a small candle that 
everyone gathered around which was their only source of light in 
the long cold night.  While there, one of the boys asked about sup-
per and the mother said they were not going to have any that nightt.  
In the area we were in they normally have only one or maybe two 
meals a day if they have food.  This family shared the little coffee 
and the little light that they had and that gladly.  And we would 
soon be crossing the border to take warm showers and eat a big 
warm meal and sleep in warm beds while all they had that night was 
a candle and not much of that.  The next day we brought food sta-
ples and ground beef for them.   

Submitted by Tim De Vries
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Ministering to 
     the Elderly  

 

The elderly are vulnerable 
in Agua Prieta, with some 
having little or no income.  
Each Tuesday after Bible 
study, eighteen members 
aged 65 and older and one 
younger widow receive a care 
package including flour and 
beans.  We thank God for all 
of you dear ones who help 
make this possible.  Pictured 
in the forefront is "Prietita" 
who is 78 years young.     

 
 

Thank you from our hearts 
Marta Rojas is 18 years old. Here she is with her "con dos 

pollitos" ( baby chicks is a term of endearment for little ones.)  
Marta’s husband does not attend church and she does not read 
well. The lovely blanket was received for Christmas from Flavel 
Baptist Church from Portland, OR and Village Missions Valley 
Bible church in Double Adobe, AZ... It is amazing that both 
churches chose these same 
beautiful flannel orange 
and white blankets with 
tied fringes and the words 
"Jesus te ama" (Jesus loves 
you.) Thus it was possible 
to share these blankets with 
each family with children.   

Marta and the church 
family received many 
wonderful Christmas gifts 
from Parkdale Baptist 
Church, Parkdale, OR, 
whose generosity also en-
abled us to give Mother©s 
Day and Father’s Day gifts. 
Many of our children re-
ceived "shoebox gifts" 
from Desert View Baptist 
Church, Gilbert,  AZ and 
also from Loma Commu-
nity Church, Loma, 
CO...Loma, Colorado also bought and installed propane stoves 
for some of our neediest families..."reciban nuestras gracias de 
nuestros corazones" (Thank you from our hearts).  

Marta©s little one also receives baby formula the 1st and 15th of 
each month.  This program began during the Christmas holidays 
when the Heritage Reformed Church team joined us. One of our 
little ones was ill and the doctor said she was very much under 
weight.  Many of our mothers will feed the baby a mixture of 
flour or cornstarch  with sugar and water...thus making their 
tummy feel fed; however this has little nutritional value. So one 
of our friends from Alberta purchased a very large quantity of 
baby formula.   

 
 
By the way we are blessed with 22 babies...makes for a rather 

noisy  nursery...yes we now have a beautiful nursery!!  Different 
mothers will take turns during each service to help out in the 
nursery. It is said that a church is alive when it is blessed with 
children...Thank God we are alive:)  By the way Marta©s mother, 
one brother and three sisters and  their families attend church 
with her also, total of 19 in her extended family! 

Submitted by Rose Mary Townsend 
 

In the Shade of the Dessert 

Rosa Grepo invites visitors to sit and drink coffee with her 
while enjoying the cool, soothing shade of her very special 
"shade giving  Mesquite bush".  While there are no other trees 
around, this Mesquite bush is quite comfy!  She simply covers 
several branches with Mexican made blankets and up you go! 
One can spend several hours visiting in the "cool of the desert". 

 
Rosa came from the state de Veracruz four years ago because 

her two eldest sons are inmates in the local prison, and her two 
eldest daughters were already living in Agua Prieta.  The family 
had traveled by bus in hopes of finding employment.  Unfortu-
nately things did not go well for her two eldest sons, but her 
daughters found employment in the Maquilladoras (twin plants). 
Rosa then followed her family to Agua Prieta.  She brought along 
the rest of her family:  her daughter Sara, age 10, son Adal, age 4, 
and her grandson, Xexto, 13, who she is raising until Xexto©s fa-
ther fulfills his time in prison. 

Rosa began attending church with the hope that life for her 
and her family would improve. Her children Adal and Sara both 
enjoy singing and learn their Scripture verses very quickly. How 
wonderful to have the quick alert mind of a child! Shortly after 
her arrival in Agua Prieta she found employment at one of the 
Maquilladoras.  Rosa works the midnight shift so that she can be 
home with her children during the daytime.  

    Rosa has expressed her gratitude for the love and fellowship 
she has found at Herencia de Ebenezer. She especially looks for-
ward to Hermano Yan©s (brother John©s) Tuesday Bible stud-
ies. Her whole understanding of God has changed completely... 
giving her a greater purpose and the sense of a more fulfilled 
life.  Rosa and her family still live in a black tar paper home with 
dirt floors.  If you ever find yourself in the neighborhood...you 
have an open invitation to join Rosa for a cup of coffee while 
sitting in the "shade of the desert.”
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Doing what needs to be done 
Since 1993, thirteen groups of high school students from 

Timothy Christian School in Chilliwack, British Columbia, have 
traveled to Mexico to work with John and Rose Mary at Agua 
Viva Ministries. Each year the work we perform differs: we have 
repaired homes, painted the church, deloused children, given hair 
cuts, dug trenches for septic pipes, helped ill mothers clean their 
homes and do their wash, sorted clothing, helped with distribu-
tions, bagged beans, and the list goes on.  The emphasis is on 
service, on doing what needs to be done. In Galatians 6:  9-10  
Paul states “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not.  As we have therefore op-
portunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith.”    

This year, for the first time we built a basic home from start 
to finish.  Other groups have done the same.  These one room 
houses are framed on the church property and then transported to 
the building lot.  With the assistance of John VerWys and two 
constructions workers who came with us from Chilliwack, the 
students were able to complete the entire project within five 
work days; a great accomplishment!  In a special ceremony we 
handed over the keys to Isidrio and Norma who will live there 
with their two children, Gloria and Nathaniel.   

 
Isidr io and his family and their  new home built by Timothy 
Chr istian School students and chaperones in March 2007. 

We also held a vacation Bible school for the first time.  As no 
one in our group is fluent in Spanish, we relied on translation and 
actions to tell the Bible stories:  Daniel and the Lion’s Den and 
The Good Samaritan.  The children particularly enjoyed our 
donkey, who brayed enthusiastically when the good Samaritan 
lifted the injured man onto his back. The children were attentive 
and participated eagerly in the various activities. 

Felipe   
Each year, the people in Agua Prieta leave an impression on 

our outreach team; thus, they minister to us too.  This year, we 
were especially affected by the plight of Felipe, a middle aged 
man who had attended the church for some time.  Felipe suffered 
a cerebral hemorrhage approximately two months before we 
came to Agua Prieta.  The hemorrhage left him severely physi-

cally and mentally handicapped.  His wife Luz, with the help of 
her six children, cared for him in their tiny, ill-equipped home.  
Felipe still attended church; he would lie on the bench with his 
head on his wife’s lap.  As people entered the church, rather than 
avoiding him, most would greet him and wish him God’s bless-
ing before finding a seat.  One young couple, who had brought 
their newborn baby to church to be dedicated, gently placed the 
child in his arms for a moment.  The church’s attitude towards 
this weakest, most compromised member of their community 
made quite an impression on our team.  They showed us what it 
means to love our neighbour. 

   
Filipe was lovingly cared for  by his wife Luz, their  chil-
dren and the Ebenezer  Chr istian Church family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before we returned home, we were able to help Felipe and 
Luz by providing them with some groceries.  We had hoped that 
Felipe would gradually regain some of his faculties but approxi-
mately a month after we left, he passed away.  For Felipe, who 
knew Christ as his Savior, this was a great blessing.  But for the 
family it is difficult.  Financially they are managing: Agua Viva 
Ministries supplies Luz and her children with some food staples 
and two of the children are working.   However, the youngest 
daughter told Rose Mary that the family misses Felipe terribly 
and that Luz often cries at night.  Please pray for this widow and 
her family. 

Submitted by Jody Terpstra 
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